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Office of the Secretary of Defense § 154.7 

(dd) United States Citizen (Native 
Born). A person born in one of the 50 
United States, Puerto Rico, Guam, 
American Samoa, Northern Mariana Is-
lands, U.S. Virgin Islands; or Panama 
Canal Zone (if the father or mother (or 
both) was or is, a citizen of the United 
States). 

[52 FR 11219, Apr. 8, 1987, as amended at 58 
FR 61024, Nov. 19, 1993] 

Subpart B—Policies 
§ 154.6 Standards for access to classi-

fied information or assignment to 
sensitive duties. 

(a) General. Only U.S. citizens shall 
be granted a personnel security clear-
ance, assigned to sensitive duties, or 
granted access to classified informa-
tion unless an authority designated in 
Appendix E has determined that, based 
on all available information, there are 
compelling reasons in furtherance of 
the Department of Defense mission, in-
cluding, special expertise, to assign an 
individual who is not a citizen to sen-
sitive duties or grant a Limited Access 
Authorization to classified informa-
tion. Non-U.S. citizens may be em-
ployed in the competitive service in 
sensitive civilian positions only when 
specifically approved by the Office of 
Personnel Management, pursuant to 
E.O. 11935. Exceptions to these require-
ments shall be permitted only for com-
pelling national security reasons. 

(b) Clearance and sensitive position 
standard. The personnel security stand-
ard that must be applied to determine 
whether a person is eligible for access 
to classified information or assignment 
to sensitive duties is whether, based on 
all available information, the person’s 
loyalty, reliability, and trust-
worthiness are such that entrusting 
the person with classified information 
or assigning the person to sensitive du-
ties is clearly consistent with the in-
terests of national security. 

(c) Military service standard. The per-
sonnel security standard that must be 
applied in determining whether a per-
son is suitable under national security 
criteria for appointment, enlistment, 
induction, or retention in the Armed 
Forces is that, based on all available 
information, there is no reasonable 
basis for doubting the person’s loyalty 

to the Government of the United 
States. 

§ 154.7 Criteria for application of secu-
rity standards. 

The ultimate decision in applying ei-
ther of the security standards set forth 
in § 154.6 (b) and (c) must be an overall 
common sense determination based 
upon all available facts. The criteria 
for determining eligibility for a clear-
ance under the security standard shall 
include, but not be limited to the fol-
lowing: 

(a) Commission of any act of sabo-
tage, espionage, treason, terrorism, an-
archy, sedition, or attempts thereat or 
preparation therefor, or conspiring 
with or aiding or abetting another to 
commit or attempt to commit any 
such act. 

(b) Establishing or continuing a sym-
pathetic association with a saboteur, 
spy, traitor, seditionist, anarchist, ter-
rorist, revolutionist, or with an espio-
nage or other secret agent or similar 
representative of a foreign nation 
whose interests may be inimical to the 
interests of the United States, or with 
any person who advocates the use of 
force or violence to overthrow the Gov-
ernment of the United States or to 
alter the form of Government of the 
United States by unconstitutional 
means. 

(c) Advocacy or use of force or vio-
lence to overthrow the Government of 
the United States or to alter the form 
of Government of the United States by 
unconstitutional means. 

(d) Knowing membership with the 
specific intent of furthering the aims 
of, or adherence to and active partici-
pation in any foreign or domestic orga-
nization, association, movement, group 
or combination of persons (hereafter 
referred to as organizations) which un-
lawfully advocates or practices the 
commission of acts of force or violence 
to prevent others from exercising their 
rights under the Constitution or laws 
of the U.S. or of any State or which 
seeks to overthrow the Government of 
the U.S. or any State or subdivision 
thereof by unlawful means. 

(e) Unauthorized disclosure to any 
person of classified information, or of 
other information, disclosure of which 
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